Holsworthy Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20{2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S12015/234)

(@)

(b)

Announcement made by: {d)

Date of announcement: (e}

The audit of accounts for Holsworthy Town Council for the year ended 31
March 2025 has heen completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Hotsworthy Town Council on
application to:
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Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
payment of £i € (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &

Accountability Return.
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Notas

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3 of
the AGAR must be published by 30
Septernber. This mustinclude
publication on the smaller
authority's wehsite. The smeller
authority must decide howiong to
publish the Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly svailable for 5 years.

{a) Insertthe name, position and
address of the person to whom
local govaernment slectors should
apply to inspact the AGAR

(B) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

{c} Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e} Insert the date cf placing of the
notice
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Section 1 ~ Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibifity for ensuring that there is & sound system of Internal control, including arrangemants for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belisf, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

1. We:Have put{n place anangements for effactive financial
maragemant diring the year, and Sorthe preparation of
ths gccounting stataments,

2. Wa malatairied ari adequate systemm &f interial conlml
including reasures desigried ta fravant and datect fraud
and coruplion and revievied ils affackveness.

3. We ack all reasonable steps lo asstre bursitves
thal thiaie ard it malties of actual of paléntial
mn-mmplmneuﬁm tavis, régulations and Proper
Praglices {hal coilld have a significant financial effact
on the ahilily of this authorly to conduct Tls
business of manage its finances.

4. Wa provided proper ecpportunity during the yasr for
ihe Exércise of elactors’ tigrf!s in accardance with the
requiremgnis of Iha Acgounts and Audit Regulations.

5. Wa carrled out an assessment of the risks facing this
authofity and taok appropr!ale sleps to manage those
rigks, [ncluding the Infrotiuction of Intemal controls and/er
extemal Insurance cover where required.

8. We maintainad thioughout the year an adaquats and
effecliva system of infernal auditof the accounting
reccrda and corilrol sysiems.,

7. We took appropriate action on all matters ralsed
In reparis from inlermat and external audit.

8. We congidered whelhar any litigation, liabillties or
oommltments‘ evems or transactions, umurﬂng aither
during oranerthe year-end have a finandial impaction
this euthority and, where apprapdate, have inclutled them
in the accounting staternents. 1

8. (For focal cauncils anly) Trust funds Including
charitable, in our capagity as the sale managing
trustee wa discharged otir dccountability
vesponialkiliies for the furd{s)/assets, including
finaivelal reporting phd, If required, independent
aexgmination ar audit.

grepared fts accounting slelements in accordance
with ihe Accounls and Audit Ragulalicns.

i #ts charge.

mads proper errangsmants and accepled responsibility
for saleguerding the public money and resources in

A has oaly done whet it has the fegal power fo do and has
| complied with Proper Fraclices I doing ga.

'} during the year gave ali persons interesied the opporturiiy to
§ mspect and ask questions about this euthorlly's accounts.

- cansidered end documnented !,hé financial and other risks it
! faces and deslt with them properiy:

|| arranged for a compstent person, fndependenroﬂha fnanclal

3| internal controls meel the needs of this smallar authority,

conlrols and procdadures, 16 give an objective view ot whither

raspanded lo matters brought lo #S attention by interrial and
exlarmal aiidit.

disclosed everpihing It should have about Ifs business actiiiy
during the year Including events laking place after the year
nd if relevant.

hasinat ail of its responsiblitfes whera, as a body
corporate, Il Is a sole managing lrustae of a iocal
frust or frusis.

*Please provide explanations to the external audifor on a separate sheet for sach ‘No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses tdentifiad. These shests must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement,

This Anaua! Governance Statement was approved ata
maaﬂng of tha authoﬂty on:

and racorded as minute reference: Chair

gb g 5 Clerk

hitips://holsworihiytoiricouneil.gav.uly.

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeling where
approval was glven:
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

1. Balances brought
forward

| Total balances snd reservas at the beginning of tha year
as racorded In the financial records, Value must agres lo
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

3. (£) Total other receipts

4. (-) Staff costs

5. (-) Loan interest/capital
repayments

Total amount of pracept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
recefvad of receivable In the year. Exclude arny grants
received.

Total income or recelpls as recorded In the cashbook less

the precepl or ratesflevias received (line 2). Include any
granis recaived.

Total expenditura or payments made to and on behalf

21 of all employees. Include gross salsiies and wages,

2 employers NI contributions, employers pension

2| eonkributions, gratulties ard severance paymanis,

Total expanditure or paymente of capital and inlorest
made dluring the year on the autharily’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All ather payments

| Tolal expahditire or paymenis as racorded In the cash-
book less stalf costs {line 4) and loan interest/capital
:| ropayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried
forward

| Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+8}.

8, Total value of cash and
short term investments

9, Total fixed assets plus
leng term investmentis
and assels

The stim of all current and deposit bank eccounts, cash
holdings and shorl term investments held as at 317 March —
To agree with bank reconciliation.

The valtie of all the properly the authority owns - it is made
up of all its ixed assels and long ferm investmenis as af
31 March,

10. Total borrawings

The-oulslanding capital halance as af 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

For Lacal Councils Only

114, Disclosure note re Trust funds
{including charitable)

11b, Disclosura note re Trust funds
{(including charitable)

The Councll, as a body corporate, acts as sola frustee and
is responsible for menaging Trust funds or assels.

el The figures In the accounling statements abova
exclude any Trust lransaclions.

| cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govarnance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smailer Authorities ~ a
Practitioners' Guids to Proper Practices and present faiily
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before belng

Dale

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

o4ifoc) a0

as r_e_corded in minute refa.rence:

b8l

;| Signed by Chair of the meeling where the Accounting

Statements were approved

L
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25
In respect of Holsworthy Town Council — DV0190

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAQ Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hitps:/www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The autherity prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors,

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

Except for the matters repoited below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGARY},
in our opinion the infermation in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concem that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Section 1, Assertion 5 has been incorrectly completed. Information received from the smaller autherity highlights that risk management
arrangements were not reviewed and approved by the authority as a whole during the year. As a result, this assertion should have been
answered ‘No’.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

External Auditor Name

| o  PKFLITTLEJOHNLLP
External Auditor Signature . ﬂ'@f' du ﬁ/&/ﬂ ol /- L'.//’ Date N 1- “08!2025
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